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MOTION BY SUPERVISOR YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE  January 13, 2004 

 The federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) was 

created in 1981 as a block grant allocated to States to operate multi-component home 

energy assistance programs for qualified, low-income households. The legislation 

stipulates that the distribution of funds should be coordinated with public or non-profit 

entities, which have experience in assisting low-income individuals, such as the 

Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) program. In FY 2003, the State of California 

was allocated approximately $77 million. During the same period, the four LIHEAP 

program operators/contractors providing services in Los Angeles County were allocated 

nearly $17 million. 

Throughout California, LIHEAP funds are administered primarily by Community 

Action Agencies (CAAs).  Although the County’s Department of Community and Senior 

Services (DCSS) is a locally designated ‘Community Action Agency’, it is precluded 

from competing for LIHEAP funds. Current statutes, enacted in 1997 (SB 558), have 

been interpreted by the State Department of Community Services and Development  
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(DCSD) to mean that present LIHEAP providers in Los Angeles County are afforded 

protection under federal and states laws and that formation of service regions beyond 

those that were in place in 1995, or those that were in place in Los Angeles County in 

January 1997, shall occur only with the concurrence of service providers within the 

proposed regions.   

Legislation is needed in order to clarify existing laws to allow DCSS to compete 

for LIHEAP funds. DCSS through a network of over 100 non-profit agencies of CSBG 

and Area Agency on Aging program operators/ contractors is in a better strategic 

position to provide LIHEAP services to qualified low-income families and the elderly 

population throughout the county. 

 I, THEREFORE, MOVE THAT THE BOARD instruct our advocates in 

Sacramento to assist in seeking approval of legislative proposals that would enable Los 

Angeles County to compete directly for federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program funds. 
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